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SHIPPING OUT WITH SURVEYS
By R.K. "Dick" Viv ' ian

He assembled at  what today is the South Terminal  of  the Vancouver
Internat ional  Airport  on the morning of  May 1,  

. |948. 
l . lh i le the others seem to

have been resident in Vancouver,  my journey had begun the previous evening on
a CPR midnight boat out of  Victor ia.  The night had been spent in one of  the
bunks tuckei  away below deck in the forecast le,  at  an addi t ional  cost  of  $0.50.

The assembled group, in part ,  consisted of  "old hands" in as much as they
had worked the previous summer on forest  inventory crews. The remainder of
the group was comprised of  novices devoid of  any exper ience save what they may
have-absbrbed as f i rst  year students in the Department of  Forestry at  UBC.
Since enrolment in the c lasses of  BSF'50 and'5. |  numbered in the hundreds we
had but a nodding acquaintance with each other at  best .

14hi le the cormercial  f l  ight  to Pr ince Rupert  woul  d save the several  days
of t ravel  t ime otherwise required by coastal  steamship,  i t  too took t ime.
Leaving Vancouver in a plane of  a type and vintage that now escapes me, we
made our f i rst  scheduled stop at  Port  Hardy.  There we de-planed and stood
about,  chatt ing and becorr ing better acquainted with each other,  in one of  thd
two abandoned RCAF hangars.

@ roox fiecvcled Foper
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In t ime the f l ight  cont inued on to another World War I I  a i rstr ip at
Sandspi t  where we would be required to change planes fol lowing some more
wait ihg.  The t ime was spent var iously inside, or on the steps of  the Sandspi t
termini l  bui ld ing which, at  the t ime, consisted of  an old bunkhouse. I t  was
evident that  i t  had been salvaged from somewhere and subiected to a generous
appl icat ion of  whi te paint .  The adiacent gravel led parking-pad was of
suf f ic ient  s ize for  several  cars al though I  cannot recal l  i f  any vehic les
appea red.

Fina' !1y,  in the east,  appeared the means by wtt ich we were to complete the
journey. I t  assumed the form of a Canso (a.k.a.  Catal ina) f ly ing boat.  This
versat i le machine had a boat- l ike fuselage with wheels that  could be lowered
to land on the Sandspi t  a i rstr ip and later retracted to set  down on Pr ince
Rupert  harbour.  0nce on the water the wheels were again extended and, wi th
ful l  throt t le appl ied to the engines, the aircraf t  ascended a concrete ramp to
deposi t  us on dry 1and. By this t ime i t  was late in the af ternoon and the
f i rst ' leg of  the journey u,as completed with a taxi  r ide to where the MV Forest
Surveyor was bert led.

Once aboard i t  was apparent that  the vessel ,  which did not appear al l  that
1arge, was going to have to accornrnodate a skiPP€r,  engineer,  cook, party
chief ,  three-man growth and yield crew, and a seven-man inventory crew. When
accornnodat ion was al located crew members,  the party chief  and cruisers vrere
assigned to s ingle or double cabins whi le anyone with lesser qual i f icat ions
was directed to the forecast le.  Being, by and 1arge, ex-servicemen accustomed
to a social  strata based on impl ied di f ferences in status th is arrangement was
accepted phi ' losophical ly but not wi thout some percept ive conment.  In
retrospect one suspects the cabins must have been claustrophobic.

The next day was spent cruis ing through the coastal  waterways unt i l  w€,
hours later,  arr ived at  the nat ive v i ' l1age of  Ki t imat.  There the boat was to
be moored at  the wharf  whi le we made our dai ly sort ies into the Ki t imat
va11ey. Dur ing this per iod an event demonstrated to us that  i t  was just  as
wel l  we aspired to be woodsmen and not bal l  p layers.  One Sunday af ternoon a
softbal l  game was arranged between the young men of  the v i l lage and
ourselves.  What was thought would be a wholesome form of entertainrnent proved
to be a source of  humfl iat ion.  l^ le lost  by something l ike 23 runs to 2.
Fortunately,  short ly af terward the v i l lage inhabi tants made their  annual
pi lgr image to the f ishing grounds and canner ies,  precluding a repeat
performance.

In al l ,  i t  was to be a memorable summer dur ing which I  never suspected
that some day i t  would be possible to get to Ki t imat in a matter of  hours.

The Party Chief  was George Al l ison; the Cruisers Bi l l  Grainger,  Albert
McMinn, and Doug Mcleod; the Compassmen Bi l l  Bradshaw, Dick Viv ian,  Wa11y
Rol ls,  and Ear l  Johns; and the Growth and Yield Crew Jack Kerr ,  Car l  Highsted,
and Don Al lerdice.

oo0oo
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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN

The l9B9 annual  general  meet ing of  the Forest  History Associat ion of  B.C.
was held on June 1'1,  l9B9 at  Port  Alberni .  A good number of  mernbers,  spouses,
and fr iends at tended and enjoyed a product ive meet ing a ' long with an
interest ing f ie ' l  d t r ip.

I t  was grat i fy ing to note that  the Associat ion's mernbership has increased
from 

. |25 
to about 400 members over the past year.  Our f fnances are heal thy,

wi th a bank balance as of  the end of  May, l9B9 of  approximately $3,000. This
heal thy bank balance is part ly due to the fact  that  the Execut ive (past and
present)  has never charged out-of-pocket expenses to the FHABC. Special
thanks are due to Roy Cul len,  C.A. and Dr.  R. DeBoo for act ing as audi tors for
I  989.

The newslet ter  format wi l l  change to higher qua' l i ty  pr int ing as t ime goes
on. This format change, a ' long with increased postal  rates and distr ibut ion
costs,  wi l l  mean that the annual  costs of  producing the newslet ter  might very
wel l  exceed the annual  membership dues. At the annual  genera' l  meet ing i t  was
agreed that the Associat ion would maintain the $S.OO annual  dues schedule
(descr ibed by some as r id iculously 1ow) for  the fo l lowing year.  Should the
new newslet ter  format prove successful ,  i t  was agreed that a modest increase
in annual  dues wi l l  be considered at  the 

. |990 
annual  general  nreet ing.

I  bel ieve the Associat ion has had a good year in every respect.  The next
year wi l l  see nev/ p: lans brought to f ruf t ion that wi l l  resul t  in a better
understanding of  the province's forest  her i tage, t radi t ions,  and history.

I^ l .  Young,
P resi  dent

oo0oo

FHABC EXECUTIVE FOR I989 -  I99O

The fol ' lowing slate of  of f icers was elected at  the annual  genera' l  meet ing
i  n June:

For a two year term, expir ing June 30, 1991:
Pi t  Desjardins John l , lurray
Doug Li  t t1 e John Parmi nter

For a one year term,
Bi  I  I  Backman
George Brandak
Gerry Burch

expir ing June 30, ' |990:

Bob DeBoo
Don McMul len

Clay Perry
Jack Thi  rgood

Edo Ny' land
Bi l  I  Young

The Execut ive Commit tee wi l l  consist  of :
Bi l l  Young, President Edo Nyland, Treasurer
Bi l  I  Backman, Past-President John Parminter,  Edi tor

oo0oo
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NEWS ITEMS

Green Timbers

The recent announcement that  the Government of  B.C. is negot iat ing wi th
the B.C. Forestry Associat ion to " lease" the property as a forest  educat ion
centre should mean that the var ied forest  her i tage values of  the area wi l l
cont inue to be protected. An Advisory Conmit tee is being proposed and i t  is
expected that the FHABC wi l l  be asked to part ic ipate.

Green Timbers 60th Anniversary -  March 15, 
. l990

The FHABC is a member of  a smal l  commit tee planning the Green Timbers 60th
anniversary ceremony for March 15, 

. |990. 
This date wi l l  be s ixty years to the

day rvtren a group of  men and women planted the f i rst  t rees at  Surrey's Green
Timbers -  B.C. 's f i rst  reforestat ion project .  Remarkably,  th ' is  in i t ia l  grove
of now sixty year o1d trees remains.  Detai ls wi l l  fo l low in future
newsl et ters.

Award of  Meri t

The associat ion is seeking candidates for  i ts annual  Award of  Meri t .
El ig ib i ' l i ty  includes indiv iduals,  associat ions,  c1ubs, companies,  governrnent
agencies,  and other groups who have made a s igni f icant contr ibut ion toward
further ing a greater understanding of  B.C. 's forest  h istory dur ing the year.
Contact  the President,  Bi l l  Young, for  fur ther informat ion or to submit
nomi nat i  ons.

Forest  Nursery Associat ion of  Br i t ish Columbia

The President of  the FHABC was one of  the keynote speakers at  the l9B9
annual meet ing of  the Forest  Nursery Associat ion of  Br i t ish Colutnbia in
Victor ia recent ly.  The t i t le of  h is presentat ion was "A History of  Br i t ish
Columbia's Forest  Nursery Sector."

McLean Sar,mi I  I  Desi  gnated a Nat i  onal  Hi  stor i  c Si  te

An announcement was made in September that  the l ' lc lean sav,rni l l  iust  outs ide
of Port  Alberni  had been granted federal  recogni t ion as a nat jonal  h istor ic
si te.  This increases the prospect that  federal  and provincial  monies wi l l  be
avai lable in the future to permit  restorat ion of  the mi l l  and the adiacent
townsi te.  Reported' ly the only surviv ing steam mi l l  in 8.C.,  i t  was vis i ted by
attendees at  the FHABC's annual  general  meet ing in June. Members of  the
Alberni  Val ley Museum and the Western Industr ia l  Her i tage Society have been
instrumental  in obtaining this recogni t ion of  the mi '11's special  value.

oo0oo
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LTTTERS

"Thank you for your recent let ter  and for providing me with a copy of  the
Associat ion's Newslet ter .  Your publ icat ion looks to be an excel lent  one, and
I especial ly enioyed reading Jim Dunlop's story."

Dal e Lovi ck , I ' lLA

"I  read your Forest  History Associat ion's Newslet ter  wi th a great deal  of
interest .  Having been born in Vancouver and very act ive wi th my fami ' ly  in the
forest  industry,  my uncle being a log broker and my father being a marine
engineer on the tow boats,  i t  brought back the many t imes when I  had to run to
Mac and Mac and purchase some equiprnent."

Douglas Mowat,  MLA

"Thank you for your Apr i l  let ter  and the enclosed issue of  the Forest
History Newslet ter .  Your publ icat ion is an enjoyable reminder of  how rapidly
the B.C. forest  industry has changed since i ts beginnings. To cont inue to
evolve in l ight  of  new condi t ions,  the industry might we' |1 re-cal l  some of  the
human-scale perspect ive featured in your Newslet ter ."

Mike Harcourt ,  MLA
Leader of  the 0f f ic ia l  0pposi t ion

oo0oo

HECTOR ALLAN RICHMOND, 1902 -  I9B9

Members of  the FHABC wi l l  be saddened to learn of  the passing of  fe l low
member and good fr iend, Hec Richmond. He died on July 9,  ' |989 at  Nanaimo
General  Hospi ta l  due to compl icat ions fo l lowing surgery.

Act ive for  over 65 years in his chosen profession of  forest  entomology,
Hec Richmond was a wel l -known and highly respected forester,  researcher,
administrator,  and consul tant .  He was a charter rnember of  the Associat ion of
B.C. Professional  Foresters and a Fel low of  the Canadian Inst i tute of  Forestry.

In his book "Forever Green" (0ol ichan Books, l9B3),  Hec gave us a peek at
his except ional  career,  especial ly as a s incere and dedicated f ie ld
pract i t ioner.  In the book, we also saw sone of  the except ional  qual i t ies of  a
v,rarm, smi l ing,  and interest ing indiv idual  .  At  the t ime of  h is hospi ta l izat ion
in February,  and before his val iant  last  bat t le,  Hec was gather ing mater ia ls
and organiz ing chapters for  a second book.

Hector Richmond is survived by his wi fe Vi  and daughter Donnie,  l iv ing at
Cedar-by-the-Sea on Vancouver Is land. Recent ly they entrusted the FHABC with
many of  Hec's f i les and documents,  some of  which relate to f ie ld projects of
the 

. |920's 
and 

. l930's.  
l^ le wi l l  ensure that al l  of  these special  papers are

proper ly archived so that others too,  in the years to come, can benef i t  f rom
Hec Richmond's many contr ibut ions to Br i t ish Columbia.

Robert  F.  DeBoo,
FHABC Director

oo0oo
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THE FOREST RANGER SCHOOL
by Geoff Bate

In ear ly January of  1961 I  lef t  Greenwood at  about 7:00 Pl4 on a Greyhound
bus and arr ived at  the corner of  the Fraser Highway and l40th St.  in Surrey
around 2:00 M the fol lowing morning. Dick Cawston caught the same bus at
0l iver.  My most last ing i rnpression was the walk we made to the Ranger School
dormitory.  l 'Je passed along the road through part  of  the Green Timbers
nursery,  by we' |1-groomed lawns under ' large deciduous trees. At night i t  was
as i t  is  now -  s i lent ,  serene, and beaut i fu l .

Thus began one of  the most interest ing phases of  my l i fe.  Under the
direct ion of  Er ic Robinson and Art  Kirk,  twenty Forest  Service Assistant
Rangers f rom al1 parts of  the province vJere moulded into future Rangers.  In
Apr i l  of  1962, af ter  n ine months of  intensive t ra in ing we graduated, having
returned to our respect ive locat ions dur ing the summer of  

. |96. | .  
There are few

days that the knowledge gained at  the school  is  not useful  .  l ' lore important ly,
rnost of  us made fr iendships that wi l l  endure indef in i te ly.

Dur ing World t , lar  I I  i t  was obvious to the government and the Forest
Service execut ive of  the day that as soon as the war was over,  B.C. was in for
an extremely rapid expansion in the forest  industry.  The ranger staf f  which
existed at  that  t ime, both in numbers and knowledge, could not be expected to
cope with industr ia l  and/or publ ic demands. l , lh i le UBC made plans to s izeab' ly
increase the number of  forestry graduates,  including the format ion of  c lasses
of war veterans, i t  was apparent that  more wel l - t ra ined technic ians were also
needed. Because of  these issues the Forest  Ranqer School  was constructed and
set in mot ion.

The Annual  Report  of  the Forest  Service for '1946 reports the fo l lowing:

"Ful f i l l ing a long-fel t  need of  the Service,  a Ranger School  r t tas
establ ished in 

. |945 
and put into operat ion dur ing the past year.  The

necessary staf f  appointments were made in Apr i1,  
. |945, 

and the prel iminary
work of  select ing a s i te for  the school  commenced short ly thereafter.  Due
to labour and mater ia l  shortages, i t  was necessary to locate bui ld ings
which would accommodate the school  wi thout too much remodel ing,  and i t  was
f inal ly decided that the former Rel ief  and Al ternat ive Service Worker 's
camp at the Green Timbers Forestry Stat ion could be adapted for temporary
quarters,  pending construct ion of  sui table permanent bui ld ings on the
stat ion.  The work of  remodel ing the camp for school  purposes and
prepar ing and arranging var ious courses of  study, occupied the staf f  of
two dur ing the remainder of  1945, but the school  was ready to open by the
f i rst  week of  January,  

. |946.

0n January 7th, . |946, the Green Timbers Ranger School  was formal ' ly  opened
by the Honourable t t l in ister of  Lands and Forests,  Mr.  E.T.  Kenney, in a
short  but  impressive ceremony in the lecture hal l .  Twenty students,
selected from the Ranger and Assistant Ranger staf fs of  a l l  f ive forest
distr icts of  the province were in at tendance. Included in the group were
two Rangers,  ten Act ing Rangers and eight Assistant Rangers."
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I  recal l ,  on many occasions, l is tening to some of the members of  the f i rst
c lass reminiscing about that  f i rst  t ra in ing year.  } . l i thout fa i l  those from the
inter ior  ta lked about the in i t ia l  d i f f icrr l ty in l ight ing the wood and coal
heaters in the bunkhouses. These contrapt ions were designed so that the
heavier fuels were placed on the bottom with k indl ing and paper placed on topl

The f i rst  graduat ing c lass consisted of :

J . App'l ewai te

C.L.  Botham

C.S. Framton

C. L.  French

l , l .D.  Haggard

F.G. Hesketh

R.C. Hewlet t

J .  H. Ho1 mberg

W.E. Jansen

A.J.  Kirk

H. G. Mayson

P. Nei  I

F.  H. Nel  son

E.L.  Scott

N.B. Scott

S. T.  Str i rnbol  t

L.  Van Tine

J.A. Wi l  I  an

L.A. I , l i1 1 ington

R.D. Greggor was the Dean and J.A. Pedley the Assistant Dean.

Whi le I  d id not have the pleasure of  meet ing a1l  of  the men l is ted above,
I  have met most of  them and had the honour of  working with many of  them. A
lot  of  these students are no longer wi th us but I  do know that Art  Kirk is
l iv ing near Kelowna and Floyd Nelson at  Clearwater.  Both are just  as keen and
dedicated to the Forest  Service today as they ever were.

Through the years the curr iculum at the school  underwent many changes.
The B.C. Inst i tute of  Technology and other technical  schools throughout the
province reduced the need for an extensive and lengthy course. In 

. |979, 
whi le

I  was a rnember of  the School  staf f ,  the Execut ive determined that the
necessi ty for  maintenance of  the Ranger School  as we know i t  was long past.

In the ear ly 
. |980's 

the school  was pr ivat ized. The school  st i l l  cont inues
to funct ion but i ts impact on Forest  Service staf f  d iminishes.

I t lost  of  us that  have been graduates of  a fu l  l -scale Ranger School  c lass
consider ourselves to be very for tunate.  The learning and bonding that took
place has lasted a l i fet ine.

oo0oo
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REV IEI.I
by W. Young

An histor ical  review of  forest  pol icy appeared in the Spr ing l9B9 edi t ion
(No.8l)  of  B.C. Studies.  Authored by Stephen Gray, a doctoral  candidate in
Canadian hi  sf lory atTinron Fraser Universi  ty,  the art ic le is ent i t led "The
Government 's Timber Business: Forest  Pol icy and Administrat ion in Br i t ish
Col rrnrbi  a,  I  9. |9 -  

. |928. "

Gray's thesis is almost completely concerned with the " t imber business"
aspects of  forest  pol icy in Br i t ish Columbia dur ing the 

. l912 
-  

. l928 
era.  The

chief  subjects addressed are those pol ic ies relat ing to royal ty and stumpage
charges, forest  tenures,  and 1og exports.

In part icular,  Gray emphasizes the s igni f icant lobby powers of  the forest
industry in the province. He points out numerous examp' les where direct
lobbying in the pol i t ical  arena resul ted in revis ions to,  and changes in,
forest  pol icy dur ing the per iod.  In hindsight,  one is lef t  to ponder whether
each of  these changes were good news or bad rBws for Br i t ish Columbians.
Perhaps a l i t t le of  both.

I  found the art ic le pr imari ' ly  addressed the "pol i t ics" of  Br i t ish
Columbia's forest  pol icy dur ing the per iod.  Gray is c lear ly cr i t ical  of  the
fnf luence of  the forest  industry on the direct ion of  the province's forest
pol icy.  This posi t ion is c lear ly demonstrated in the concluding sentences:

"Using the administrat ive and quasi-governmental  structures
establ i  shed by conservat ioni  sts and progressive-minded po1 i t ic ians
and foresters,  lumbermen succeeded in over-corning most pol i t ical  and
bureaucrat ic resistance to their^ demands by invoking the shibboleths
of investment,  development and prosper i ty for  a l l .  The peop' le were
to benef i t  f rom the forest  resource, not through meddlesome
restr ict ions,  regulat ions and taxes, but by al lowing pr ivate
enterpr ise f ree rein."

Gray, Stephen. 
. |989. 

The Government 's
Administrat ion in Br i t i  sh Columbia,
issue, No. 8. | .  pp.  24 -  49.

T' imber Busi  ness: Forest  Po' l icy and
l919 -  

. |928. 
B.C. Studies.  SPring
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This newslet ter  is  the of f ic ia l  organ of  the Forest  History Associat ion of
Br i t ish Columbia and is distr ibuted at  no charge to rnembers of  the
Associat ion,  1 ibrar ies,  and to certain inst i tut ions.  I tems on forest  h i  story
topics,  descr ipt ions of  current proiects,  requests for  informat ion,  book
reviews, let ters,  comments,  and suggest ions are welcome. Please address al l
correspondence including changes of  address to the Edi tor :  John Parminter,
# 1 -  949 Pemberton Road, Victor ia,  B.C. V8S 3R5.

l ' lembership in the Associat ion is $5.00 year ' ly .  Should you wish to jo in
or obtain fur ther informat ion please wri te to the Treasurer:  Edo Nyland,
8793 Forest  Park Dr ive,  Sidney, B.C. V8L 4E8. The President,  Bi l l  Young,
can be reached at  640] Conconi  Place, Victor ia,  B.C. UBZ 527.


