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We want your email address!  
     Please help the FHABC modernize our communications.  If 

you are holding a paper copy of the newsletter, please update 

your email address. 9ǾŜƴ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ΧΦ please opt for the 

online version and permit us to not mail you the  black & 
white print version.        Why?   

1. Underlined text links you to extra online information on 

the website version,  and  

2. the online version is in colour. (Costs to produce physical 

copies and send them out in the post are rising fast.  Even if you 

still want to receive the B&W paper version, having your email 

address makes it easier to send out important announcements in 

between issues.)   

      So, please send us an email at info@fhabc.org. and state 

your preferences for newsletter delivery: Online in colour, 

or paper in B&W by mail. 

 

The 2018 Board officers: 
President, Richard Dominy  

Vice Pres., Terry Simmons  

Secretary, Mike Meagher  

Treasurer, TBA (Pres. acting)  

 

Directors at large:  
Katherine Spencer 

Gordon Weetman 

John Parminter 

David Morgan 

Eric Andersen, Newsletter Editor 

Dave Florence, Newsletter layout 

 

Webmaster 

David Brownstein 

Upcoming 
2018 Events    
 

May 24-27: BC Historical Federation Annual Conference 

and AGM; Nakusp, B.C. 

Sep 18-20: Canadian Institute of Forestry; National Con-

ference and AGM;  Grand Prairie, Alberta. 

   

  Sep 23-29: National Forest Week (many local events) 

     

October: FHABC Annual General Meeting; location; 

exact date TBA. 

October 21-23 BC Museums Association Convention: 

Kelowna.  Theme: INNOVATION AND TECHNOLOGY: 

Keeping pace with acceleration. 

Powell River LS 2017 

BC Loggersô Sports 2018 
Click links for their website 

Revelstoke        May 19 

Kaslo                 May 19-21 

Port McNeill      June 15-16 

Powell River     July  13-15 

Squamish          Aug  2ï6 

Campbell River Aug 10-12 

Smithers            Aug 25 

Port Alberni       Sep 9 

Gilley Bros. Logging Company in 1900 photo (Heritage 

Burnaby HV976.44.14) Gilley Bros. were sponsors of the first 

New Westminster Exhibition loggersô sports competitions of 

the 1890s. FHABC member Dick Jones of Teal-Jones 

Group, which itself has a considerable history and 

involvement in community project sponsorship, reminds us 

that the Gilley family is still very prominently involved in the 

Lower Mainland business community. 

Kat @ Kaslo 

Issue 101 
May 
2018 

Gilbert Pailléôs Forest History    Pg 1 

Start of Interior Reforestation Pg 1,2,3 

Two new books                       Pg 3   

William Shannon Part II       Pg  4,5,6 

Loggers Canôt Keep Money     Pg 6 

Loggersô Sports                         Pg 7,8  

 Spring Issue  

Start of Reforestation in the Interior   
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(An English translation of 

Gilbert Paill®ôs 2013  

HISTOIRE FORESTIÉRE 

DU CANADA)   

      ñThis unprecedented sweeping 

review of the literature will captivate 

all those who are interested not only 

in forestry, but also in the political, 

social, economic, cultural and envi-

ronmental aspects of the forestry 

sector.ò 

      For a short time, all FHABC 

members (and members-to-be) are 

eligible to receive a copy of the 

translated Gilbert Paillé book.  

     This will be a one-time oppor-

tunity to share the limited number 

of books we have. An email mes-

sage with ordering information 

will be distributed shortly, with a 

deadline of June 15. 

      Thanks to our friends, the       

Soci®t® dôhistoire foresti¯re du Qu®-

bec, for making these English books 

available! 

      More info on the book can be 

found on a news release: 

ñBy about 1947, it had been 

determined that reforestation on the 

Coast was well in hand. 

     Planting of the Bloedel Fire 

between Campbell River and 

Courtenay was almost complete, 

and a third Forest Service nursery 

had been developed at Duncan to 

provide seedlings for planting large 

clearcut areas in the upper Cowichan River Valley. The Forest Service 

decided to undertake a reforestation 

program in the East Kootenay as a 

means of gaining wider planting 

experience and, at the same time, 

restocking some of the large areas of 

the southern Interiorôs ponderosa pine 

ï Douglas-fir types. Most of these had 

been logged in the 1920s and 1930s, 

badly burned by slash and wildfires, 

and were being used as open range.ò 

(ñGrowing Up in the Interiorò, in 

FHABC Newsletter issues March 

2002 , and June 2002 )   

      ñA young forester, W.D. (Bill) 

Grainger, was given an office in the 

basement of the Cranbrook Ranger 

Station and assigned the responsibility 

of getting the interior reforestation 

program underway ï nursery 

operations, planting, site selection and 

preparation, regeneration surveys, and 

seed collection. 

Retired forester Dave Wallinger has written of the beginnings of a 

reforestation program in the Interior.  

1950 planting behind the Forest Service 

Ranger Station at Elko (BC Archives) 

Machine planted section of the Fall 1950 

planting, at Elko, in 1975 Survival and 

growth of the machine-planted 

seedlings was superior to the hand-

planted ones. The foreman in charge of 

the 1950 planting was Hank Sorensen.  

http://fhabc.org/publications/past-newsletters
mailto:info@fhabc.org
https://www.bchistory.ca/conference/
https://www.cif-ifc.org/
http://fhabc.org/events/
http://museumsassn.bc.ca/conferences/current-conference/
https://www.revelstoketimberdays.ca/
http://visitkaslo.com/kaslo-may-days-logger-sports/
https://www.vancouverislandnorth.ca/loggersports/
http://www.powellriverloggersports.com/
http://squamishdays.ca/
http://crsalmonfestival.com/loggers-days/
http://bvfair.ca/exhibition/attractions/loggers-sports
https://www.albernifair.com/logger-sports
https://fpinnovations.ca/media/news-releases/Documents/2014/0203-lancement-history-of-forestry.pdf
http://www.fhabc.org/newsletter-archive/2002/65.pdf
http://www.fhabc.org/newsletter-archive/2002/65.pdf
http://www.fhabc.org/newsletter-archive/2002/66.pdf)
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      Wilf Berg was placed in charge 

of the nursery operation. He had 

been assistant nurseryman at the 

Quinsam Nursery near Campbell 

River. (He retired in Parksville and 

passed away in 2005). 

      The nursery site selected was 

behind the Elko Ranger Station. é 

However, it became apparent that 

this site was not suitable for 

continued development ï the soil 

was too stony, and there was not 

room for expansion. Therefore, in the 

fall of 1949, the operation was 

dismantled, and all of the one-year 

old seedlings were lifted and taken to 

the permanent site which was being 

developed near Wycliffe [NW of 

Cranbrook]. There, the seedlings 

were transplanted, using transplant 

boards, to be grown for another 

season. 

     In the meantime, the Elko site was 

leveled, and, in the fall of 1950 was 

planted with some of the 1-1 age-

class seedlings which had been 

started there. On part of the site, 

16,000 pine seedlings were planted 

by a machine which had been 

converted from a celery transplanter 

(acquired from the U.S. Forest 

Service) and drawn by a small 

tractor. 

      The unit had a double-footed 

ploughshare which could be 

controlled for depth and which 

opened up a furrow into which the 

seated operator would place 

seedlings. The furrow would then 

be closed by dual-angled packing 

wheels. Adjacent to the machine-

planted area, 11,700 pine seedlings 

were planted by hand with grub 

hoes. This became the first 

plantation in the Interior.ò 

       (see ñThe First Forest Nursery 

and Plantation in the Interiorò) 

       Dave Wallinger himself joined 

the Reforestation Division in 1954, 

and his first assignment was planting 

project at Elko ï the last of the Forest 

Service reforestation projects in this 

vicinity. 

       He returned to sites of the 

original Fall 1950 planting and 

subsequent Elko projects on few 

occasions over the years since. The 

accompanying photographs 

document these pioneering Interior 

reforestation projects. 

      Dave Wallinger has suggested 

that the site of the first Interior 

nursery and plantation should be 

appropriately commemorated ï and 

the plantation named the ñW.D. 

Grainger Plantation ï The start of 

reforestation in the Interiorò. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Self-propelled version of the 

modified Holland celery 

planter used to plant trees at 

Elko (USDA) 

Photo of the Fall 1950 planting at Elko  

(small block of lighter-crown trees at centre) taken 

by Dave Wallinger in Sept. 1996 

Edge of Fall 1950 planting at Elko, hand planted - 

photographed in September 1996 

Fall 1950 planting near Elko, in August 2001 
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Loggersô sports veteran Alan Boyko of Port 

Alberni, interviewed by Gordon Smillie, October 

21, 1996:  Whatôs your most memorable 

moment in Loggersô Sports? 

     I did axe throwing for Queen Elizabeth 

in 1971. I went to Ladysmith and threw 

axes during the Royal Tour. Before the 

Queen got there, Scotland Yard asked who 

was doing the axe throwing. I told them I 

was, and they asked me how far I could 

throw the axe. I said that I was throwing 

20ô, but I could throw up to 40ô if I had to. 

So, they looked to see where the target 

was, and where the Queen would be! I was 

doing good in the warm-up, hitting pretty 

close to the bullseye every time, but when 

the Queen was there I hit the damn leg of 

the target, and knocked it over! It was a 

real boo-boo ï got on national television. I 

went and straightened up the target and 

threw 3 right down the middle. After I was 

done the Queen came up é and said to me, 

ñWere you nervous?ò I said yes; and she 

said, ñI thought that the idea was to knock 

the target over.ò She got me a little dig 

over that. We had a laugh over that. 
[Courtesy CANLOG archives] 

Organized loggersô sports competitions as 

entertainment for the general public have a 

long history in British Columbia. The 

annual Agricultural and Industrial 

Exhibition at New Westminster, forerunner 

of the P.N.E., began incorporating loggersô 

sports in 1893. More information can be 

found at the Canadian Logger Sports 

Association website. 

Loggersô Sports fan Queen Elizabeth with  

Les Stewart and Art Williams at Ladysmith, 1971 

BILL MOORE places gold óBoss of the 

Woodsô hardhat on Premier Bennett, 

following the proclamation, March 1, 1971 

125 years of BC 
Loggersô Sports 

NOW KNOW YE THAT We do by these present proclaim and declare that  

Loggersô Sports shall be the provincial industrial sport of British Columbia.  

1971 

”http:/www.bcfs100.ca/bScripts/places-expanded-view.asp?item_id=%2030
”http:/www.bcfs100.ca/bScripts/places-expanded-view.asp?item_id=%2030
http://canlog.com/
http://canlog.com/

