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i Soci erequirementsand : Forest History Collaboration Report:

conducting the annual financial - Aleza Lake Research Forest and UNBC Archives

Our searchablenline bibliog- ; By Michael JulliMsc,RPF, Manager, Aleza Lake Research Forest

Eraphy has been converted to Zotéro i o

‘thanks taJohn Parminter. (read : We are happy to report on severdahe companion article in this _newsletter

‘more on page 12). !n.tgr-c_onnected forest hlstory by Kim Stathers, are now being

:  Thank you tcKatherine : initiatives currently ongoing in the cc_)mplemented by the h|_r|ng 6brest

‘Spencerfor presenting our book : Prince Georg&Jpper Fraser areas of History and Cultural Heritage student.

Eprize to the ABCEP Valedictorian:atth€ BC Central Interior. These includessistant and UNBC graduate, Melanie

the Feb 2019 convention. (read : projects at the Northern BC Archives Bellwood, from May to August 2019.

Emore on page 9). : (located at the University of Northern This internship position is being

: Congratulations t&ric Ander-: BC), and at the Aleza Lake Researchsupported l_:)y the Aleza.Lake Research

S8R 0N his new position as a Squéml_:orest (or ALRF), a UNBC research Forest Society and a prlvat_e donor.

tish municipal councillor! Subse- forest. The ALRF covers 9,000haof8 0 % of Mel ani eds \

‘quently, Eric has less time to dedj- Moist upland suboreal forest about at UNBC Archives and 20% in the

‘cate to the newsletter and | am : ©0 km NE of Prince George. The field at the ALRF.

‘happy to report Dave Florence isi research forest_ encompasses the area H_istorica_d field areas being _

takin g the newsil farmerlyoecunied By thg flega Lake gxamined this summer include sections

:  Gerry Burch 7 a Founding : Forest Experiment Station, which waf the forest trail system still visible on

‘Member of our Associationhas : opPerated by the BC Forest Service the Aleza forest; we suspect that these

been named fVol: uPBGFadbstwean1924.and 1963, ¢ were constructed by the Depressima

Et he Yearo by U BEC. At the ALRF, we are looking Young Men's Forestry Training Plan
Plans are proceeding on the geforward to our centenary milestone program b_ack in the_late 1_930'_3. Also,

‘velopment of o UAGM 20197 to : year of 2024, representing 100 years Melanie will be working with Kim to

‘be held inkamloops 27-29 Sep- since the foupding of th_e A!eza Lake devgl_op a for(_est history interpretive

‘tember this year. More on page 1p Forest Experiment Station in 1924 bye?<h|b|t, to be_ installed at the new Aleza

fin Upcoming Events. : Dr. Percy Barr of the BC Dept. of Field Education Centrénftps://

: Social Media: We are investi-: Lands. We are working to document www.aleza.cg/

‘gating our social media presence: @nd consolidate the history of this In 201516, ALRF Manager Mike
‘and shortly we will be able to repértStor'ed area. Jull and FHABC member Barb Coupe
‘our connections to the members and Recent digitization of Aleza assisted UNBC Archives in the

%he rest of the world! . historical materials, and extension  collation and description of forestry

: : accomplishments by the UNBC materials donated by Harry Coates.
P;a{éé' TG SRS BTG : Archives, described in more detail in (Continued on pagg)


https://www.aleza.ca/
https://www.aleza.ca/

(Continued from pagé) establishment of the Aleza Lake area001, when the ALRF became a
Harry worked as a BCFS Research as a research forest from the 1970'suniversity research forest.
Technician at the Aleza Lake Forest1990's. John was also well known for  We will provide further updates
Experiment Station from 1957 to  his pioneering work on reforestationon the progress of Aleza Forest
1963, and later established many in the northern Interior, and his history initiatives and projects, in
reforestation research trials in the leadership in establishing the Red future issues of the FHABC
Central Interior during his BCFS  Rock Research Station near Prince newsletter.

career, from t heGdorge Harryla@dJoha®nallynt i | hi s
retirement in 1993. succeeded in 1992 in having the
Harry Coates and his colleague Aleza Lake Research Forest officially
the late John Revel RPF, were designated as a research forest by the _
instrumental in advocating for the-reprovincial government, and further, in

Archives work on the Aleza Lake Research Forest records

(By Kim Stathers, MAS, MLIS, Archivist | Librarian; Northern BC Archives & Special Collections, UNBC).

The historical records of thand other researchers interested in
Aleza | ake Research Foresare now forest history. In 2019 we were able to The collection can be viewed
fully digitized and freely availablefurther increase access by digitizing here:

online. this important resource thanks taitps://search.nbca.unbc.ca/index.phy
The Northern BC Archivesexternal funding support from alezalakeresearcHorestfonds

located at the University of Northerprivate foundation. Browse digitized photographs:

British Columbia, holds the original The digitized records encompass https://bit.ly/2uOLrFy

Aleza Lake Research Forest (ALRFRgxtual, cartographic and photographic Browse digitized maps:

archival material, which consists ahaterials documenting C6 s e ar | i ktigst/bit.ly/2EvwIbP

records created between 1913 aadd longestunning experimental Browse digitized reports and

2001 by the Research Branch of tihesearch forest. With its experimental documents:

BC Ministry of Forests. These recordgdots existing from the 1920s, these https://bit.ly/2BUpNDB

were transferred to the archives necords provide a wealth of data for
2006 from the Ministry with the goathe study of forest practices in BC.
of increasing access to historical o o —
Scientific data for the ALRF Society s aet

inv - T

2007.1.25.6.12 - District Officers
meeting at Aleza Lake
experimental Station held in 1928
- courtesy UNBC archives

A 1989 article by Bill Young
titled fAleza Lake Research
Forest-t he Ear |l y D:a

6 and a 2007 artié
tittedid Al eza Lake R
Forest Archival
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Please help the FHABC modernize our _ :
email us at newsletter.editor@fhabc.org

communications. If you are holding a paper copy of
the newsletterplease update your email address. :

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Even better é. please dpp:

and permit us to not mail you the black & white : ReCent BOOkS

print version.  Why? _ : 1 Will Sutton: The Forgotten Trail Breaker of
1. Underlined text links you to extra online :  iVancouver Island. william John Sutton (1852914)

informationon thewebsite version and :
2. The online version is in colour. (Costs to produqe
physical copies and send them out in the post are:
rising fast. Even if you still want to receive the B&W
paper version, having your email address makes it
easier to send out important announcements in
between issues.)

So, please send us an emaihab@fhabc.org
and state your preferences for newsletter dellvery
Online in colour, or paper in B&W by mail.

:was a timbermargeologist, mineralogist, assayer,
: surveyor, lecturer, explorer, pioneer and promoter
: of Vancouver Island, British Columbénd stood twice in ;
: B.C. elections; he also robbed the graves of First Natldn
: people.
He was one of the first to advocate tree preservatlon in
: British Columbia anavrote and publishe®ur Timber and
‘its Conservatiorin 1910 His story is told by Jan Brldget
: genealogist (and distant cousin)Will Sutton: The

Those members whose membershin expired : : Forgotten Trail Breaker of Vancouver Islan@his can be:
" e o st will e 1 P_n p . : _accessed free orhttp://janetandstephen.info/ '
Is year on December 31st will be receiving a : publications.html

update reminder electronically or included intheir : =, . L. e ieeeeeceececossscoccssoccscoccsons
next newsletter. 2

The FHABC Board is considering an adjustment :
to membership fees such that those wishing to receive: i The tree trunk can be my pillow: The blography
a mailed version of the newsletter will pay a Iarger'fee : of an outstanding Japanese Canadian
than those opting for the email version. :  iKagetsu, Tadashi Jack; University of Victoria Press, 2E)1/

: Free download from the UVic librahere

: The biography tells the story of prominent lekel
....... . St s e timber industrialist Eikichi Kagetsu
: 2007.1.25.7.34 - Dr. Percy Barron  : (18831967), ownetoperator of Deep :
velocipede to Aleza Lake viI_Iaqe in = : Bay Logging Co. at Fanny Bay and
1925 - courtesy UNBC archives  : 9cean Timber Company at Cowmhan
Lake during the 192030s.

Page 3#102 June 2019


http://fhabc.org/
http://fhabc.org/publications/past-newsletters
mailto:info@fhabc.org
http://janetandstephen.info/publications.html
http://janetandstephen.info/publications.html
https://dspace.library.uvic.ca/bitstream/handle/1828/8816/UVic%202017%20Kagetsu%20book_revisedFeb2018.pdf?sequence=7&isAllowed=y
https://search.nbca.unbc.ca/index.php/2007-1-25-7-34
https://search.nbca.unbc.ca/index.php/2007-1-25-7-34
https://search.nbca.unbc.ca/index.php/2007-1-25-7-34

The crash of B.C.06s first

By John Parmintetho is a former Newsletter editor, active story contributor, and keeper of our searchable bibliograp|

Most of us grew up during a timatilized local materials. The frame Burrard Inlet and English Bay.
when aircraft were easily available was of Sitka spruce, the fuselage ofWhile over False Creek at an altitude
and used for work and recreation. mahogany and Sitka spruce and theof 365 m, the engine started to
Airplanes ranged from the small  wings of a British design, using misfire. Bishop considered heading
Piper Cub up to the massive Martinunbleached varnished linen. for English Bay, then decided in
Mars and helicopters ranged from the The wingspan was 12.8 m and favour of Coal Harbour. Before
Bell 47 or Hiller UH12 up to the  two watertight metal cylinders aidedgetting over the water the engine
Sikorsky S64 Skycrane. Most balance and prevented the wingtipsstopped altogether and the aircraft, at
aircraft were masproduced and hadfrom dipping into the water. The the wrong attitude and lacking
potentially long lives if properly engine developed 75 kW (100 hp) enough speed to manoeuvre, went
flown and maintained. In the early and could sustain speeds of up to 1R2#0 a spiral nosedive.
aviation age the opposite situation km/h. Climbing ability was rated at Bishop looked down to see
existed as many aircraft were custof15 m in ten minutes and the rangewhere he was going to hit and braced
designg possibly somewhat was 360 km. Construction costs  himself. The plane crashed into a
experimental and made in limited were between $7,500 and $8,000. Bguse at 755 Bute Street, at the
numbers. Due to a combination of comparison, a Grumman Goose  corner with Alberni Street, in the
design deficiencies, poor constructiamphibian plané first flown in 1937 West End of Vancouver. Flight
and human error the aircraft often and still used todaly has a wingspanLieut. Bishop managed, more by
had short lives, along with many of of 14.9 m, two 340 kW (450 hp)  good luck than anything else, to crash
their pilots. engines, a cruising speed of 308 kmhto the roof. A crowd of onlookers
Nevertheless, progress was makgea climbing rate of 3360 m in ten and souvenir hunters soon arrived on
in proportion to needs, one of whichminutes and a range of 1030 km. the scene, along with the police and
was forest fire detection. In 1915 the Initial test flights of the FH2 fire departments. The owner of the
first successful air patrols for wildfirevere carried out in late August by house, Dr. J.C. Farish, was nearby
detection were carried out in Flight Commander Capt. W.H. and quickly reached the crash site.
Wisconsin. As a result, interest in Mackenzie of the Royal Air Force He rendered assistance to the slightly
this new technology arose elsewherdRAF). He said it was a really wounded pilot and accompanied him
in the United States and Canada. Tdvecellent machine that could nearlyto the hospital.
B.C. Minister of Lands, T.D. fly itself. Without hesitationthe B.C. Dr . Farishds hom
Pattullo, was inspired by a Forest Branch signed a ogyear structural damage as a result of the
conversation he had with an air lease with an option to purchase. heavy engine bursting through the
services veteran of the European Unfortunately their hopes proved toroof and lodging on the attic
front. The Department of Lands  be shorived. While on another teststaircase. Bishop suffered some
subsequently contracted the Hoffar flight above Vancouver, in view of facial cuts, a slight injury to his back

Motor Boat Co., a Vancouver beat thousands of spectators, the2H and likely one to his pride as well.
building firm, to build a plane. The crashed and was utterly destroyed &vhile recuperating in the hospital he
Hoffar brothers had already built a September 4, 1918. said Aéthis is th
floatplane known as the-H which The pilot on the ilifated flight ever had, and | am free to say that it

made several successful flights in was 23yearold Flight Lieut. Victor was a miracul ous e
1917 before deteriorating beyond A. Bishop, a Vancouver resident onanxious to get back to France as

repair. leave from his duties as a flight quickly as possible, as he observed

The Depart ment ingrdctorlaitie RAFGDase in that ...l ife away
aircraft was to be a flying boat base8outhampton, England. Aveterantéfas t oo many ri sks
on a Glenn Curtiss design. Known agany crossings of the English The Hoffar brothers arrived

the H2, it was a tweseater biplane Channel while ferrying new aircraft swiftly and took charge of the

flying boat with a rearward facing to Paris, as well as battles at Vimy wreckage. The authorities kept the
propeller which pushed ratherthan Ri dge and t he S oaaowdhbackBnd eetevagd suggesiond t
pulled the plane. Construction tookexpecting trouble in the peaceful such that pieces of the wrecked plane
place during July and August of 191skies above Vancouver. should be sold to pay for Flight Lieut.
and, with the exception of the engine  Ascending at 3:00 pmfromCoaBi shop&6és hospitaldi
and some hardwood components, Harbour, Bishop flew over the city, T.D. Pattullo was on a long distance
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phone call from Victoria to an office known as HoffaiBeeching) and it comes down to the real rub,
in the Pacific Building in downtown aircraft production resumed, hopefully we shall still need the pick
Vancouver earlier that afternoon. Thaith fewer incidents. and shovel to say nothing
blplane ﬂeW by and ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 0 f t h e | I | 6
Pattullo heard the :C|ty of Vancouver Archives A23420 : Airplanes were
noise of the engine : : occasionally used in B.C.
until it faltered and  : ~— :during the late 1920s for
. M [ — o e . -
the aircraft began its: | fire patrols and spraying
untimely and final  : : ? /6—; insecticides. But the
descent. B i : @ @«  :promise which aviation
Pattullo : i ' ‘ ' - = = held was not fulfilled
expressed regret ovels ¢ until much later. In
the loss of the plane, &% —— recent decades
cancellation of the 4 technological advances
aerial forest fire patrg®% resulted in purposbuilt
program and demise {§# == aircraft such as the
of a proposed 2 Canadair CL215/415 and
provincial air service #% R $a gm T Air Tractor AT802.
He Sa|d the BN VRSN e e g LU ....l...-... Other f|re'f|ght|ng p|aneS
government would make goodthecost The vast weal t lcamefromBonGirAgrsaal f or e st
of the plane to the Hoffars and pay fdhe damage caused by wildfiresandFi r ef i ght i ngés co
repairs to Dr. F #he relativednsfficiencyuos ggound GeHawlland Tracker, Lockheed L188
the many uses for aircraft when not and watetbased patrols combined to Electra and Convair 580. In addition,
needed for fire patrols, the favour further developments in the ussonair uses the Avro RJ85 and
Department of Lands planned to havef aircraft in forest fire detection and Bombardier Q400MR as air tankers.
a new aircraft constructed as soon asuppression. In July 1922 the B.C. Between 2013 and 2017, Coulson
possible. But for unknownreasons For est Br anchos Aviapon of Patdlbemnepurshased t
this was not done. Root and Branchnoted receipt of a four C-130 Hercules and six Boeing
The first aerial discovery of a  proposal for a waterbomber which in737-300 aircraft for use as air tankers.
wildfire in Canada was made by an aktrospect was not overly fanciful:  Their fourth G130 Hercules

crew in Quebec on July 7, 1919. In A correspondent suggests conversion is underway in Mesa,
B.C. a forest fire was first detected 6é. . huge aer oplAazona.sThe 7870psaie being
from the air in late September 1919. of lifting seven or eight tons, converted in Spokane, Washington

The aircraft, a Cuwithaspeed af dédentyintlesn ard Part Alberni. On November 22,
named Pathfinder No. 2, was flying per hour, and equipped with 2018 Coul sonds pl

over Vancouver Island when the pilot  water tanks below the became the first Boeing 737 to work
spotted a mass of smoke. He circled fuselage. These tanksto be  as an air tanker on an ongoing wildfire
to assess the fire and determine its capable of holding five tons (in New South Wales, Australia)t
location, then landed at Duncan to of water. In case of fire, all carries 18,000 litres of water or

turn in a report to the B.C. Forest that would be necessary retardant and can drop 10,000 litres in
Branch which undertook fire would be to start the plane, a second.

suppression action. fly over the area, open your Times have certainly changed
The Hoffar brothers tried their luck floodgates and the fire since the Hoffar brothers struggled to
once more with the 3, another would be no more! get airborne and stay that way. They
flying boat, and received design Unfortunately for those would be amazed to see megtigined
advice from Bill Boeing of Seattle. who, by this time, are seeing jet aircraft such as the Douglas £0
After hitting a deadhead during take the end of pick and shovel and Boeing 747 working as air

off on a flight to Victoria, the B was work, the writer admits that tankers. Then again,

written off. The Hoffars wentbackto o6i t woul d be i mMmpstafsgsiare | e

boat building, including coastal patrol  directly over a hot fire, and it  probably amazed just

launches for the B.C. Forest Branch in  would no doubt be as much.

1921 and 1922. impossible to use this method
. . S h photo of
In 1929 the Boeing Aircraft Co. in case of a very fierce fire cheHa(ff;;CLazs or? p(;;eog
.S.0.,

purchased the Hoffar firm (then and a high wind. -
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A HISTORY OF
SETTLEMENT AND LOGGING AT QUATSINO, BC

By Don Avis who is a longtime FHABC member, has logged in the Quatsino area where he continues to own &
acres of Managed Forest, mostly i385 year old hemlock and aldewith FHABC edits by David Morgan

Quatsino is a
settlement on northern

United States during the
Alaska Boundary Dispute.
Vancouver Island on the| The parcels were spread
north shore of Quatsino | % > = over about five miles of south
Sound accessible from % ; ¥ = || facing waterfront. As part of
Coal Harbour by a 20 W Lo § the settlement agreement, the
minute water taxi ride. X 2 province was to provide
The area has a moist " roads throughout the colony.
climate, mild winters and™ N
rich forests of hemlock, ;. g AL 5
balsam, spruce, cedar al-zamm
fir.

In the early 1890s, W8
the government of Britist: (%

2 build a wagon trail through
Columbia wanted to . the colony; funding for a road
develop remote coastal ____[& PR SRR EHIE Tt e ~ from Coal Harbour to Hardy
areas and offered land for S Bay be transferred to

Crown Grants. The British ColumbiaValley near Fargo, North Dakota.  Quatsino; and, a Mr. Varney the road
Colony Actoffered free land to group€hristian Nordstrom homesteaded irfioreman, who was also known as Lord
of 30 or more settlers. HomesteaderMandan, North Dakota, in the Henry Varney of Mable River, be
could purchase lands for one dollar iMissouri River Valley where Lewis replaced by someone elected by the
exchange for living on the land for and Clark spent their first winter on colonists as he was deemed utterly
five years and improving it by a valuéheir expedition to the West Coast inincapable.

of five dollars per acre. The 18041805. There is a brief history of  Charles and Christian Nordstrom
government pledged to supply schod@sh r i st i an Nor dst receined theireCsown Goants is 1901n
roads and services. AHI story of t he §&terdutfiling thexr obGgatlomamd/ O
The British Columbia written by his son George Nordstronpaying one dollar. The Grown Grand
government marketed the colony In 1894, Christian Nordstrom  was a title in fee simple, subject to

scheme by distributing maps and  organized a group of settlers, but lessertain terms and provisions included
brochures through their exhibit at thehan the required 30, to settle a colomythe Grant. One provision allowed
Chicago Worl doés nddrthen@olong Act but norteee  the government the right to a portion
Exposition of 1893, marking the 400less headed for Victoria. There, of up to 1/28 the Crown Grant for
anniversary of Christopher following further research and road right of way.
Col umbusds | andi disgussion with theprovircial. T h eEarly logging in Quatsino was to
Exposition was a tremendous succegsvernment, represented by Colonetlear the land and to provide logs and
and attracted 20 million visitors. James Baker, Minister of Immigratiomjood to construct local buildings. The
A group of American settlers of the group decided to settle in the large timber was difficult to handle.
mainly Norwegian descent, includingQuatsino area. Over 30 parcelswerdVhen cl ear i ng | an
the brothers Charles and Christian surveyed and made available.In18%5a kes t he tree to
Nordstrom, learned of the land granthe two brothers and their families The forest was more an obstacle than :
from the Exposition. Christian took up quarter sections in the west resource. At the time there was no way
Nordstrom attended the Exposition and of Quatsino and started clearingo get Quatsino logs to markets outside
part of Buffal o BelandtodddhegibcslonyVThieyd of Pleaisino Sound.

Show and later told his brother of thénad expected more settlers in 1896. In the early 1900s timber
opportunity. Charles Nordstrom wasHowever, interest dampened due tospeculators charted timber licences.
an early homesteader in the Red Rithreat of war between Canada and the (Continued on page)
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Between 1905 and 1907 theyhad wi ndst or m i n 19 0 provisians forithe origithl Csotwio r y
become a very popular form of tenurQu at si no Col ony 0 GraAs asddhe €aloay Agreement.

for independent loggers and there wasndstorm in 1908 was described in Plus, new titles contained a variety of
a frenzy of timber staking in the t he AQuatsi no Ch tral locatomslard gdzetted@oads and
province. The granting of timber Hansen but unfortunately the specifitrails (constructed or not). This
licenses was suspended in 1907 in thate was not provided. created a patchwork of titles with

run up to the 1910 Fulton Royal A faller in Port Alice told me thatdiffering subjects and descriptions of
Commission. Also, in anticipation of the 1908 blowdown was not in fact aroads and access which would become
pulp mill, pulp tenures were acquirecblowdown at all. He promoted a a source of dispute between the

In 1908, a saw mill was constructed theory that the blowdown was the various landowners.

the west entrance to Quatsino result of the Tunguska blast in Siberia, The Crown Grant of Charles
Narrows. The saw mill provided thought to be an asteroid or meteoritBlordstrom changed and altered many
materials to build the pulp mill in Porair burst. | have been unable to times over the years. It passed to his
Alice. The pulp mill (Whalen identify the date of the 1908 son Philip in 1909, thence to FJA

Brothers, then B.C. Pulp and Paper blowdown. The date of the Tunguskasreen and thence Christian Jacobson
Ltd.) commenced production in 1918event was June 30, 1908 while the in 1910. It was subdivided in 1913
With completion of the two mills, the windy period in Quatsino is usually and a group including BC Land
forest industry had finally arrived in between October and April. The Surveyors F. Swannell, Richard
Quatsino. Tunguska Blast is a fantastic story b#ishop and Vilhelm Schjelderup were
In 1908 a severe windstorm blewrobably not the cause of the northenegistered as owners. In 1925 and
down hundreds of thousands ofacre§ ancouver | sl and a9, Quatsinedaoners Peter
on northern Vancouver Island. This 't didndét t ake Jorgemsgn Oblingrand@liredt s i n ¢
blowdown produced hemlock and  Crown Grants to change hands and Wéakefield purchased the subdivided
balsam dominated stands which are subdivided. The waterfront access lots. In 1955, as a precursor to some
prominent today in logging plans.  Grants were subdivided into various logging, the titles were acquired by
George Nordstrom referred to a sevesmaller lots. All the lots had the samdeptha Hole, a logger and member of
long-time Quatsino Sound family still
involved in the towing and
transportation business today. In 1960
Jeptha Hole sold his private lands to
MacMillian Bloedel and Powell River
Ltd.

END OF PART ONE. Part 2,
the final Part, will appear in Issue
#103, October 2019

A barge with two steam donkeys arrives at the Quatsino government whaff with

Vancouver Public Library, with permissioieyword 13971

Quatsino Strait in the background. The CPR veestst ship Princess Maquinga
is waiting to dock. The photo is some date after 184&ographer: Ben Leeson.
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