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Many have wondered: what would the 
forests of British Columbia have been 
like a hundred years ago? Imaginations 
begin to swirl, perhaps, conveying 
images of contiguous old-growth 
forests along a pristine coast or a 
mosaic of forest stands with differing 
ages throughout a frequently-burned 
interior. 

But, today, the importance of 
answering this question matters beyond 
curiosity and nostalgia. Understanding 

the historical forest conditions of BC is 
needed for contextualizing challenges 
facing foresters and society today. For 
instance, following the mountain pine 
beetle epidemic, researchers have 
identified that mature stands of interior 
lodgepole pine (Pinus contorta) were 
less common in the interior before a 
century of fire suppression had begun. 
In the absence of fire, interior pine 
stands became older and denser, 
providing a contiguous cover of old 
pines, which make the perfect host for 

mountain pine beetle to 
reproduce. Had the forests 
of interior BC not changed 
from their historical 
conditions, the mountain 
pine beetle outbreak would 
have not been so rapid and 
severe, eventually impacting 
18 million ha of BC forests. 
Although these landscape 
changes are recognized by 
those mindful of BCôs forest 
history, they have rarely 
been mapped and measured 
across BCôs diverse terrain. 

 

(Continued on page 4) 
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wŜŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ CƻǊŜǎǘǎ ƻŦ 
.ǊƛǝǎƘ /ƻƭǳƳōƛŀΥ hƴŜ aŀǇ ŀǘ ŀ ¢ƛƳŜ 
By Claire Williams and Ira Sutherland. Ira is pursuing a Phd in Forestry at UBC, researching  
ñEcosystem services recovery in an era of novel forest disturbancesò. Claire is a Forestry 
Archivist at UBCôs Rare Books and Special Collections Library, and a FHABC Director. 

By Richard Dominy  
 
Welcome to another great loaded issue 
of the newsletter! 
 
I am happy to have a cover article writ-
ten by Ira and Claire, two of our new 
young members. Claire is also on our 
FHABC board. 
 
We attended both the AGMs of the 
Truck Loggers Association and the As-
sociation of BC Forest Professionals in 
the last two months; summaries of these 
are included on Page 2. 
 
Book and Media report this edition are 
quite extensive;  have a look on page 3. 
 
Introduction and a big welcome to Sa-
rah Giesbrecht ; a new board member 
and archivist at UNBC.  See Page 7. 
 
See a significant viewpoint about For-
est management & silviculture in the 
1950ôs from Gerry Burch on Page 12. 
 
Congratulations and a big thank you to 
Board-member Claire Williams, an ar-
chivist at UBC, for recommending that 
we register our publication. We now 
have our own International Standard 
Serial Number (ISSN) ï see details on 
page 16. 
 
Here is a link to our membership form 
that you are requested to print off and 
send with your membership; details on 
Page 3. 
 
Upcoming events are listed on Page 16. 
 
Have a great spring. The next edition 
should on its way to you in June. We 
will update you on plans for our next 
AGM which will be a good one in 
Prince George! 

²ŜōǎƛǘŜΥ 
ŪŀōŎΦƻǊƎ 

L{{b нрсо-лннф όtǊƛƴǘύ 

L{{b нрсо-лнот όhƴƭƛƴŜύ 

 The entire  
Interim Forest 
Cover Series 
stitched together 
in ArcGIS.  

Back-issue 
Link 

https://www.fhabc.org/FHABCJoin_short.pdf
http://fhabc.org/
https://fhabc.org/past-newsletters/
https://fhabc.org/past-newsletters/


Several dedicated officers of 
FHABC continued the practice of 

presenting the organization well at 
two important meetings during 
January and February. A flurry of 

emails before each event assured 
smooth administration. 

The first event was the annual Truck 

Loggers Association TLA Convention 
& Trade show held at the Bayshore 
Hotel in Vancouver BC Jan 16-18  

  

David Brownstein reported that ñKat 
Spencer paved the way for us to get 

non-profit donated table space in the 
hallway that was later upgraded to a 
high traffic area booth because of 

booth cancellations caused by the 
Lower Mainland snowstorm. On the 
down side, the weather also prevented 

Eric Andersen from bringing some 
poster-board displays that he built.   
We had hoped to sell copies of 

the TLA history for them, as a way of 
facilitating our entry into their 
event.  However, in the end that didn't 

happen--they are all sold out with no 
plans yet to print additional copies. 
 

In addition to Newsletters and appli-
cation forms, the display included a 

laptop running with 1930s/40s 
National Film Board footage of Island 
logging. 

 
Booth staffers talked up archival 
donations, the newsletter and 

Facebook group, which interested 
many of the visitors. 
  

David attended on Thursday and 
Friday, and Claire came down to help 
staff the Friday afternoon slot. 

 
David estimated that over the entire 
event, our small booth reached out 
to around 30 or 40 people. We 

managed to recruit one new member, 
from Lizzie Bay Logging Ltd in 
Pemberton. 

Our second event was 
the annual 
Association of BC 

Forest Professionals 
convention held in 
Nanaimo Feb 5-7  

 

The Inductee Luncheon is a lunch and 

ceremony held to celebrate the 
enrolled and transferring memberôs 
achievement of completing the 

registration process.  

As reported last year, Director Kat 
Spencer again presented the FHABC 
annual valedictory book awards to 
the selected ABCFP RPF and RFT 
inductees of  2019.  Recipients were 
Erin Poulson RPF and Stephanie Help 
RFT.  

The books presented were STORIES 
OF A WEST COAST LOGGER, by 
Robert Alan Williams and TOM 
WRIGHT - RECOLLECTIONS OF A 
PIONEER, by John Parminter. 

Kat reported that ñmany connections 
were made at the Friday booth. New 
members joined and many inductees 
were intrigued by the fantastic display 
and stated the history of forestry was a 
draw for them to join the profession.  

The focus of conversations and Katôs 
address at the inductees luncheon was 
to help attendees understand how their 
experiences and knowledge can help 
the Forest History Association fill in 
the gaps of information from early 
history to modern practices.  

A report by Eric Andersen about a 
visit while nearby to the Nanaimo 
Community Archives appears on page 
16. 

Congratulations and thank you to our 
dedicated board-
members for taking the 
time to do these 
outreaches for us. 

 

 

 

Inputs by  David Brownstein, Eric Andersen, and Kat Spencer, edited by Dave Florence. 

tŀƎŜ нΣ  Імло {ŜǇǘ нлмф  

David Brownstein and Claire Williams 
at the FHABC  TLA convention booth 

FHABC team at Forest Professionals convention 2020,  
February 7 - L-R, Claire Williams, Kat Spencer,  
Greg Finnegan, Richard Dominy, Eric Andersen  

http://www.tla.ca/convention
http://www.tla.ca/convention
https://www.nfb.ca/subjects/forestry/
https://abcfp.ca/web/ABCFPConference/
https://abcfp.ca/web/ABCFPConference/
https://www.fhabc.org/newsletter-archive/2019/102.pdf
http://www.nanaimoarchives.ca/
http://www.nanaimoarchives.ca/
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aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΥ bŜǿ ƻǊ ƭŀǇǎŜŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊΚ  

  $20.00 annually, or three years for $50.00 
 

To join, renew or correspond by mail: 
Forest History Association of B.C. 
427 Walker Avenue 
Ladysmith, BC V9G 1V7 
Print a membership form from the website, or provide 
equivalent information on paper, and mail, along with 
your cheque made payable to ñForest History 
Association of BCò. No form is needed for renewals if 
contact information has not changed. 
 

To join, or renew by email & e-transfer: 
Email: info@fhabc.org   Website: fhabc.org 
Email your information to us at info@fhabc.org, and 
arrange an electronic fund transfer of your dues with 
Richard at: bc.forest.history.dominy@gmail.com 
 
We require your email address for delivery of the 
newsletter, notice of meetings, etc.; and we 
recommend you provide a phone number for short-
notice contact.  
 
BC Society Act regulations require that you also 
provide us with your complete mailing address, 
including postal code.  

tǊƛƴǘŜŘ bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊǎ   
We invite members who want a printed version of the 
newsletter to make their own arrangements. Some 
prefer the 8.5òx11ò version on a home printer; some 
prefer to take the tabloid 11òx17ò version to Staples 
or other sources of tabloid printing and make it 
booklet-style. Some choose black and white, some 
print it in colour. The choice is yours. 

нлмфκнл CI!./ ƻŶŎŜǊǎΥ 
President, Richard Dominy  
Vice Pres., Terry Simmons  
Secretary, Mike Meagher  
Treasurer, TBA (Pres. acting)  

²ŜōƳŀǎǘŜǊΥ  
David Brownstein 
 

{ƛȄ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ ŀǘ ƭŀǊƎŜΥ  
Eric Andersen   
Sarah Giesbrecht          
Claire Williams 
Katherine Spencer 
David Morgan   
Dave Florence 

 

            CI!./  bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ǘŜŀƳΥ 
Editor: Dave Florence   Reviewers: David Morgan , John 
Parminter, Mike Meagher; Terry Simmons, Eric Andersen,  
Richard Dominy,  David Brownstein 
Issue #105 article contributors: Claire Williams and Ira 
Sutherland; Bob McFarlane; Gerry Burch, Sarah Greisbrecht, 
Eric Andersen, Kat Spencer, Dave Florence, David Brownstein, 
Richard Dominy 
          Submissions??:  Yes, Please!  
          email us at   newsletter.editor@fhabc.org 

.ƻƻƪ ŀƴŘ aŜŘƛŀ wŜǇƻǊǘǎ  
Χ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ DǊƻǳǇ tŀƎŜ 
Group member Daniel Marshall shared a book report from 
The Ormsby Review, "Basketry from the Ozette Village Ar-
chaeological Site", which had been in the southernmost terri-
tory of the Nootka (Nuu-chah-nulth) people of the west coast 
of Vancouver Island.  
 
FHABC director Sarah Giesbrecht shared a link to a 13 mi-
nute silent Cornel Neronovitch Logging and Sawmills film 
showing logging practices in the Prince George area in the 
1950s. 
 
FHABC director Eric Andersen shared several links: 
 
- a book report about 20th-century British-Canadian artist 
Sybil Andrews, who worked and taught art in Campbell Riv-
er, her adopted Vancouver Island home town. 
 
-  a comprehensive collection of railroad operations photos 
(Canadian Forest Productsô Nimkish Valley)  from Vancou-
ver Island photographer and railway enthusiast Greg 
Kenmuir. 
 
- an Ormsby Book review on The Last Whistle: Hillcrest 
Lumber Company Ltd. 1917-2018 by Cecil Ashley  
 
- material about the passing of "logger-statesman George 
Percy (Jan. 30, 1918- Nov. 13, 2019); which will be expand-
ed in a newsletter article 
 
- a link to ñThe Dickens Forestry Collection, which has ap-
proximately 3400 images of forestry practices from the Pa-
cific Northwest, with a focus on the Prince George area.  
 

é aƻǊŜ .ƻƻƪ ŀƴŘ aŜŘƛŀ wŜǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƊé 

aƻǊŜ .ƻƻƪ ŀƴŘ aŜŘƛŀ wŜǇƻǊǘǎ 
Todd Kristensen posted a link to a two-part series 
called Pitch and Timber: A History of Human Rela-
tionships with Trees in Alberta, hosted by RETROac-
tive; Exploring Alberta's Past. 

 
Claire Williams, FHABC Director, posted  an interest-
ing story about the Powell River Company Pipe Band, 
later to become the MacMillan, Bloedel, and Powell 
River Pipe Band, which she read while entering the 
archival descriptions for the MacMillan Bloedel and 
Powell River Company sous-fonds in the UBC Rare 
Books database: 
 
David Brownstein, FHABC Webmaster, shared a link 
to the Niche-Canada "Nation, Nature, and Nostalgia: 
Hinterland Whoôs Who"; a series of nature vignettes 
from the 60s-80s. 
 

http://fhabc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/fhabc/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/fhabc/permalink/2614269468696457/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/fhabc/permalink/2591951787594892/
https://bcbooklook.com/2019/08/03/39944/
https://bcbooklook.com/2019/08/03/39944/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/fhabc/permalink/2544531782336893/
https://ormsbyreview.com/2019/12/02/675-griffin-on-ashley-hillcrest-lumber/?fbclid=IwAR2GLeha_cOgCZYU_kJ67pL9ddaqfNESQel8izOkl69LfCefdBtJjEzndVc
https://www.facebook.com/groups/fhabc/permalink/2468527826603956/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/fhabc/permalink/2468527826603956/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/fhabc/permalink/2459418037514935/
https://albertashistoricplaces.com/2019/12/04/pitch-and-timber-a-history-of-human-relationships-with-trees-in-alberta-part-2/?fbclid=IwAR0_JMI-Ku9MT8xutohT566COd6Bo1Cp8tZobAmf6cNJHGnWDLUrBbos0HY
https://albertashistoricplaces.com/2019/12/04/pitch-and-timber-a-history-of-human-relationships-with-trees-in-alberta-part-2/?fbclid=IwAR0_JMI-Ku9MT8xutohT566COd6Bo1Cp8tZobAmf6cNJHGnWDLUrBbos0HY
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2384482661675140/post_tags/?post_tag_id=2422632377860168&ref=story_subtitle
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2384482661675140/post_tags/?post_tag_id=2422632377860168&ref=story_subtitle
http://rbscarchives.library.ubc.ca/index.php/macmillan-bloedel-limited-fonds
http://rbscarchives.library.ubc.ca/index.php/macmillan-bloedel-limited-fonds
https://www.facebook.com/groups/fhabc/permalink/2466022320187840/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/fhabc/permalink/2466022320187840/
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Interest to reconstruct BCôs 
historical forests has prompted a 
major effort underway at the 
University of British Columbia to 
compile and digitize the historical 
forest inventories of BC from 1918 
to 2018. This work is part of the PhD 
project of Ira Sutherland , supervised 
by Dr. Jeanine Rhemtulla in the UBC 
Faculty of Forestry. 

A milestone in this project has 
recently been completed: the team 
from the UBC Faculty of Forestry in 
collaboration with the UBC Library 
have digitized an entire forest cover 
map series for 1958, which depicts the 
extent of ómature forestsô (>121 years 
age) and óimmature forestsô (<121 
years age) as well as ónot satis-
factorily restockedô (NSR) areas 
(logged over lands that had not yet 
regenerated a timber crop) across BC. 
This collection of 149 maps were 
created through the Forest Inventory 
Programôs first systematic inventory 
of BCôs forests. Previous inventories 
had been published in 1918(1) and 
1937(2) but these inventories did not 
systematically map the provinceôs 
entire forested, instead relying to 
some extent on compiling existing 

data and in other cases, guesswork. 
The maps of the 1950s series are now 
digitized and made available to 
download on the UBC digital 
repository, Open Collections 
at: https://open.library.ubc.ca/
collections/ifcsm 

About the Project 

Beginnings 
The first challenge in this compilation 
effort was to identify available 
province-wide historical forest 
inventories. A key moment was in 
June of 2019 when Ira Sutherland and 
Dr. Jeanine Rhemtulla visited the 
UBCôs Rare Books and Special 
Collections to look at the MacMillan 
Bloedel fonds. There they were met 
by Evan Thornberry, Geographic 
Information Systems Librarian, Sally 
Taylor, Interim Head of Woodward 
Library, and Claire Williams, Forestry 
Archivist. After opening and perusing 
several boxes of the extensive 
collection, a set of maps originating 
from the B.C. Provincial Forest 
Inventory Program in the 1950s was 
agreed to be the gold ticket item. 
MacMillan Bloedel had kept the maps 
on reference as part of the corporate 
library and archives, which they 

donated, along with their historic 
records to UBCôs Rare Books and 
Special Collections in the late 1980s. 
 
The next challenge was then to make 
these dusty maps widely available to 
the public. A plan was hatched to 
scan, create item-level metadata, and 
georeference each of the 149 maps in 
the Interim Forest Cover Series. The 
process of georeferencing takes an 
ordinary digital map and locates it in 
geographic information space so that 
it can be further processed and 
analyzed alongside other spatial data. 
The map envelopes, which reported 
the timber volume within each map 
sheet area, would also be scanned, 
thus conserving the Inventory 
Programs 1958 estimate of BCôs 
standing timber. Many readers of this 
newsletter will be familiar with the 
BC Provincial Forest Inventory 
Program (and anyone who is not 
might read the wonderful accounts 
made available through FHABCôs 
website https://fhabc.org/documents/
BCFS-Inventory-history-part-2.pdf ). 
Now, many years of work that went 
into that program have been preserved 
and given a second (digital) life, 
where researchers of the future may 

(Continued from page 1) Forest 
History Maps 

(Continued on page 6) 

The large areas of yellow colour in the 1957 map (coded ñnot satisfactorily re-stockedò (NSR) areas) can be seen as 
having matured somewhat in the google maps on the previous page (figure 1) Figure 2 is  one of the digitized maps 
showing a portion of the Juan De Fuca Strait with extensive mature forest cover.  ( British Columbia. Forest Inven-
tory Division. (1957, December 1). Index to the interim forest cover series and the forest inventory area reference 
system; Canada sheet 92 C/NE, C/SE, and C/NW [M]. doi:http://dx.doi.org/10.14288/1.0387589) 

http://www.irasutherland.com/2018/12/research.html
https://www.landandlives.ca/
https://open.library.ubc.ca/collections/ifcsm
https://open.library.ubc.ca/collections/ifcsm
https://fhabc.org/documents/BCFS-Inventory-history-part-2.pdf
https://fhabc.org/documents/BCFS-Inventory-history-part-2.pdf
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This is a con-
densed image of 
one of the 149 maps 
that was scanned and 
georeferenced as part 
of this project. 
 
  It shows the  S/W cor-
ner of Vancouver Island, 
from the Jordan River up 
to Bamfield (via the inset 
map). The colour code 
and index map have been 
expanded for clarity. 
 
Evan Thornberry went 
ahead to create a digi-
tal geographical index of 
the map collection, 
which is now available 
online so that viewers 
can quickly point to and 
retrieve any map of inter-
est.  Viewers may access 
the index here: https://
ubc-lib-geo.github.io/
spatial-indexes/ifcsm  

https://ubc-lib-geo.github.io/spatial-indexes/ifcsm
https://ubc-lib-geo.github.io/spatial-indexes/ifcsm
https://ubc-lib-geo.github.io/spatial-indexes/ifcsm


draw upon the forests and 
inventory work of the past. 

Digitization 
Following approval from the 
Digitization Centre at UBC two 
students, Frances Chen, a Masterôs 
student in Archives at the 
Information School at UBC and 
Kevin Hu, a Masterôs student in the 
department of Geography, were hired 
in August 2019 to help with the 
creation of the metadata and the 
scanning of the physical maps. By 
the end of 2019 the maps had each 
been scanned and metadata created 
thanks to Frances and Kevinôs hard 
work, as well as the efforts of Rob 
Stribravy, Laura Ferris, Larissa 
Ringham, and Eirian Vining at the 
Digitization Centre. The maps went 
up online for all to access earlier this 
month, and already have 193 views 
from locations all over the world. 

Georeferencing 
While the maps were fully digitized 
and made available to the public, 
Iraôs research further requires that the 
maps be georeferenced for use in a 
GIS system. Evan Thornberry came 
up with an idea to crowd-source this 
rather extensive effort, inviting any 

and all volunteers to help 
with the 149 maps. While 
some participants had never 
used GIS software prior to 
this project, trial by fire was 
begun, and after a few late 
nights and the work of a 
few very dedicated 
volunteers, as well as Kevin 
Hu who remained working 
with Ira, the maps were all 
georeferenced! Once the 
maps were georeferenced 
Evan Thornberry went 
ahead to create a digital 
index of the map 

collectionΣ which is now 
available online so that viewers can 
quickly point to and retrieve any map 

of interest. ±iewers may access the 
index here: https://ubc-lib-geo.github.io/
spatial-indexes/ifcsm 

The Project Continues 
Considerable work remains before 
the full story of these maps can be 
told, but their value is already 
becoming clear. With ongoing 
collaboration between students, 
researchers, and librarians a wealth 
of historical paper maps and data 
await the modern researcher with an 
interest in history and forest 
dynamics. After all, these old data 

should be appreciated, safe-guarded, 
and put to use. They were collected 
following extraordinary effort 
including the work of thousands of 
men and women and at costs running 
in the hundreds of millions of dollars. 

Participate! 
Please feel free to reach out to 
ira.sutherland@ubc.ca with 
suggestions of where province-wide 
historical forest inventory data may 
be available. They have already 
compiled the years: 1918, 1937, 
1958, 1967, 1973, 1984, 1995, 2005, 

ŀƴŘ 2018, but Ira is curious if any 
more are available, especially for the 
1980ôs. Likewise, if you were 
involved in the Provincial Forest 
Inventory Program and may be able 
to offer expert advice on the accuracy 
of the historical forest inventories, 
please contact Ira as he is looking for 
experts to solicit feedback to improve 
the accuracy of the timber volumes 
and forest cover estimated for the 
historical forests. 

(1) ²ƘƛǜƻǊŘΣ IΦ bΦΣ ϧ /ǊŀƛƎΣ wΦ 5Φ 
όмфмуύΦ CƻǊŜǎǘǎ ƻŦ .ǊƛǝǎƘ /ƻƭǳƳōƛŀΦ 
hǧŀǿŀΥ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
/ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ /ŀƴŀŘŀΣ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ƻƴ 
CƻǊŜǎǘǎΦ 

(2) aǳƭƘƻƭƭŀƴŘΣ CΦ 5Φ όмфотύΦ CƻǊŜǎǘ 
wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƻŦ .ǊƛǝǎƘ /ƻƭǳƳōƛŀΣ мфнтΦ 

(Continued from page 4)     

Kevin Hu in the digitization center 
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Example of a Forest Inventory Summaryï 1958 

https://ubc-lib-geo.github.io/spatial-indexes/ifcsm
https://ubc-lib-geo.github.io/spatial-indexes/ifcsm
mailto:ira.sutherland@ubc.ca


By Dave Florence, Newsletter Editor 
We in BC know the devastation that 
wildfires fires can bring. So our hearts 
go out to all those affected by the  
massive wildfires burning in 
Australia. 

On Jan 31, 2020, the BBC reported 
ñAt least 33 people have been killed - 

including four firefighters, and countless 
wildlife; and more than 11 million hectares 
(110,000 sq km or 27.2 million acres) of 
bush, forest and parks across Australia has 
burned.ò 

An email from FHABC director Terry 
Simmons and a Facebook post by 
Lorne Hammond reminded us that 
one of the many interesting wildfire 
stories is the rescue of the Wollemi 
Pines grove in Wollemi National 
Park, in the Blue Mountains north-
west of Sydney,  The Guardian 
Australia reported the story on Jan 15. 
ñFirefighters have saved the only known 
natural stand of  200 Wollemi pines, so-called 

ñdinosaur treesò that fossil records show 
existed up to 200m years ago, from the 
bushfires . é. . They were thought extinct 
until discovered 26 years ago. ...air tankers 
dropping fire retardant and specialist 
firefighters being winched in by helicopter to 
set up an irrigation system in the gorgeò  

David Brownstein mentioned on 
Facebook that 
botanical 
gardens 
around the 
world are 
helping keep 
the species 
alive. UBC 
Botanical 
Garden has 
specimens, 
such as this 
one  

Specimens, probably 
from UBC, appear  
around the province, 
such as this one in 
Squamish, posted on 
Facebook by Eric 
Andersen.  

We have other 
Canadian connections: 
The Canadian Interagency Forest Fire 
Centre (CIFFC) reported on Feb 4 
ñCanada will have provided 238 
firefighting personnel to Australia 
since the beginning of December to 
three separate Statesò. Almost one 
quarter of these one-month 
deployments have come from BC. 
The BC Wildfire Centre posted this 
photo on Facebook: members of one 
Canadian Incident Management Team s 
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FHABC: Whatôs 
your connection to 
BC Forest History? 
I am currently work-
ing on the Northern 
BC Forest History 
Resources: Access 
& Outreach Project 
as a Project Archi-
vist at the  Northern 
BC Archives & Spe-
cial Collections  

(NBCA). The impact of natural resource 
developments on Northern British Colum-
bia's environment, people, economy, and 
culture is a strong teaching and research 
focus at UNBC. It is also one of the 
NBCAôs largest subject areas for acquisi-
tion. Through this project, the NBCA 
hopes to increase access to our forest histo-
ry materials and promote their use. We 
also hope to acquire more materials on for-
estry in Northern BC. The collections that 
have been made available thus far have 
been aggregated in our Forest History in 
Northern BC subject guide. This is the first 

time I have worked with forestry-related 
materials and have learned a great deal 
about forests, forestry, and the history of 
the BC forest industry since taking on this 
project.   
FHABC: What have you been working on 
lately? Aside from processing more of our 
forestry related materials for access, I am 
working on outreach initiatives to alert 
researchers and the community to our col-
lections. I have created a number of subject 
guides such as the Forest History in North-
ern BC mentioned above, posting photo-
graphs and information on social media, 
facilitating presentations and tours of the 
archives, and other initiatives such as con-
tributing to this Newsletter. I am also plan-
ning activities for the FHABC 2020 AGM 
in Prince George in the Fall.  
FHABC: What will you be doing next? 
It is hard to know exactly what I will be 
doing next. One idea I have is to create an 
exhibit of some of our materials, specifi-
cally, using the collection of ñSpruce Dol-
larsò  included in one of the fonds that I am 
currently working on. Those in our collec-
tion were created in the late 1950s through 
to the early 1980s as souvenirs in Prince 
George and other forest industry towns in 
Northern BC. I do not know much about 

them so if any of your readers knows more 
about these ñdollarsò please contact me.  
 
FHABC: How can researchers learn more 
about UNBC forest history? In addition to 
the Forest History in Northern BC subject 
guide, researchers can access our web-
site, library.unbc.ca/archives, for more 
general information about us and updates 
on our projects, and our and our database  
search.nbca.unbc.ca, to search our collec-
tions. We also post news on our Facebook 
page, UNBC Northern BC Archives & 
Special Collections, and Instagram,  
@northernbcarchives. Finally, researchers 
can contact the archives with questions or 
comments by email at 
archives@unbc.ca or contact me directly 
by email at Sarah.Giesbrecht@unbc.ca. 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-australia-50951043
https://www.facebook.com/groups/fhabc/permalink/2583187481804656/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/fhabc/permalink/2583187481804656/
https://www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au/visit-a-park/parks/wollemi-national-park
https://www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au/visit-a-park/parks/wollemi-national-park
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2020/jan/15/dinosaur-trees-firefighters-save-endangered-wollemi-pines-from-nsw-bushfires
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2020/jan/15/dinosaur-trees-firefighters-save-endangered-wollemi-pines-from-nsw-bushfires
https://www.facebook.com/groups/fhabc/permalink/2583187481804656/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/fhabc/permalink/2583187481804656/
https://botanyphoto.botanicalgarden.ubc.ca/2008/09/wollemia_nobilis/
https://botanyphoto.botanicalgarden.ubc.ca/2008/09/wollemia_nobilis/
https://botanyphoto.botanicalgarden.ubc.ca/2008/09/wollemia_nobilis/
https://botanyphoto.botanicalgarden.ubc.ca/2008/09/wollemia_nobilis/
https://botanyphoto.botanicalgarden.ubc.ca/2008/09/wollemia_nobilis/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/fhabc/permalink/2583187481804656/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/fhabc/permalink/2583187481804656/
https://ciffc.ca/sites/default/files/2020-02/Release_CIFFC_Australia_Deploy_2020_02_04.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/BCForestFireInfo/posts/10157725026550673
https://www.facebook.com/BCForestFireInfo/posts/10157725026550673
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2020/jan/15/dinosaur-trees-firefighters-save-endangered-wollemi-pines-from-nsw-bushfires
https://www.facebook.com/BCForestFireInfo/posts/10157725026550673
https://library.unbc.ca/archives
https://library.unbc.ca/archives
https://library.unbc.ca/archives
https://libguides.unbc.ca/archives/forestry/nbca
https://libguides.unbc.ca/archives/forestry/nbca
https://libguides.unbc.ca/archives/home/archives_by_subject
https://libguides.unbc.ca/archives/home/archives_by_subject
https://libguides.unbc.ca/archives/forestry/nbca
https://libguides.unbc.ca/archives/forestry/nbca
https://libguides.unbc.ca/archives/forestry/nbca
https://library.unbc.ca/archives
https://search.nbca.unbc.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/NorthernBCArchives/
https://www.facebook.com/NorthernBCArchives/
https://www.instagram.com/northernbcarchives/
mailto:archives@unbc.ca
mailto:Sarah.Giesbrecht@unbc.ca

