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Forest History Collaboration Report:   

Aleza Lake Research Forest and UNBC Archives  

   From the President  
By Richard Dominy  

 A lot of emphasis since the last 

quarter has been catching up on ad-

ministrative Association tasks such 

as the conversion of the website to 

WordPress, conforming to the new 

ñSociety Actò requirements and 

conducting the annual financial re-

views. 

 Our searchable online bibliog-

raphy has been converted to Zotero 

thanks to John Parminter. (read 

more on page 12). 

 Thank you to Katherine 

Spencer for presenting our  book 

prize to the ABCFP Valedictorian at 

the Feb 2019 convention.  (read 

more on page 9).  

 Congratulations to Eric Ander-

sen on his new position as a Squam-

ish municipal councillor! Subse-

quently, Eric has less time to dedi-

cate to the newsletter and I am 

happy to report Dave Florence is 

taking the newsletter editorôs hat.  

 Gerry Burch ï a Founding 

Member of our Association - has 

been named ñVolunteer Alumnus of 

the Yearò by UBC. 

 Plans are proceeding on the de-

velopment of our AGM 2019 ï to 

be held in Kamloops 27-29 Sep-

tember this year. More on page 12 

in Upcoming Events.  

 Social Media: We are investi-

gating our social media presence 

and shortly we will be able to report 

our connections to the members and 

the rest of the world! 

 

By  Michael Jull MSc, RPF, Manager, Aleza Lake Research Forest 

 We are happy to report on several 

inter-connected forest history 

initiatives currently ongoing in the 

Prince George-Upper Fraser areas of 

the BC Central Interior. These include 

projects at the Northern BC Archives 

(located at the University of Northern 

BC), and at the Aleza Lake Research 

Forest (or ALRF), a UNBC research 

forest. The ALRF covers 9,000 ha of 

moist upland sub-boreal forest about 

60 km NE of Prince George. The 

research forest encompasses the area 

formerly occupied by the Aleza Lake 

Forest Experiment Station, which was 

operated by the BC Forest Service 

(BCFS) between 1924 and 1963.  

 At the ALRF, we are looking 

forward to our centenary milestone 

year of 2024, representing 100 years 

since the founding of the Aleza Lake 

Forest Experiment Station in 1924 by 

Dr. Percy Barr of the BC Dept. of 

Lands. We are working to document 

and consolidate the history of this 

storied area. 

 Recent digitization of Aleza 

historical materials, and extension 

accomplishments by the UNBC 

Archives, described in more detail in 

the companion article in this newsletter 

by Kim Stathers, are now being 

complemented by the hiring of Forest 

History and Cultural Heritage student 

assistant and UNBC graduate, Melanie 

Bellwood, from May to August 2019. 

This internship position is being 

supported by the Aleza Lake Research 

Forest Society and a private donor. 

80% of Melanieôs work will be focused 

at UNBC Archives and 20% in the 

field at the ALRF.  

 Historical field areas being 

examined this summer include sections 

of the forest trail system still visible on 

the Aleza forest; we suspect that these 

were constructed by the Depression-era 

Young Men's Forestry Training Plan 

program back in the late 1930's. Also, 

Melanie will be working with Kim to 

develop a forest history interpretive 

exhibit, to be installed at the new Aleza 

Field Education Centre (https://

www.aleza.ca/).  

 In 2015-16, ALRF Manager Mike 

Jull and FHABC member Barb Coupe 

assisted UNBC Archives in the 

collation and description of forestry 

materials donated by Harry Coates. 
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Harry worked as a BCFS Research 

Technician at the Aleza Lake Forest 

Experiment Station from 1957 to 

1963, and later established many 

reforestation research trials in the 

Central Interior during his BCFS 

career, from the late 1950ôs until his 

retirement in 1993. 

 Harry Coates and his colleague, 

the late John Revel RPF, were 

instrumental in advocating for the re-

establishment of the Aleza Lake area 

as a research forest from the 1970's to 

1990's. John was also well known for 

his pioneering work on reforestation 

in the northern Interior, and his 

leadership in establishing the Red 

Rock Research Station near Prince 

George. Harry and John finally 

succeeded in 1992 in having the 

Aleza Lake Research Forest officially 

designated as a research forest by the 

provincial government, and further, in 

2001, when the ALRF became a 

university research forest. 

 We will provide further updates 

on the progress of Aleza Forest 

history initiatives and projects, in 

future issues of the FHABC 

newsletter.  

 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

 The historical records of the 

Aleza Lake Research Forest are now 

fully digitized and freely available 

online. 

 The Northern BC Archives, 

located at the University of Northern 

British Columbia, holds the original 

Aleza Lake Research Forest (ALRF) 

archival material, which consists of 

records created between 1913 and 

2001 by the Research Branch of the 

BC Ministry of Forests. These records 

were transferred to the archives in 

2006 from the Ministry with the goal 

of increasing access to historical 

scientific data for the ALRF Society 

and other researchers interested in 

forest history. In 2019 we were able to 

further increase access by digitizing 

this important resource thanks to 

external funding support from a 

private foundation. 

  The digitized records encompass 

textual, cartographic and photographic 

materials documenting BCôs earliest 

and longest-running experimental 

research forest. With its experimental 

plots existing from the 1920s, these 

records provide a wealth of data for 

the study of forest practices in BC. 

 

 

 

 The collection can be viewed                             

 here:  

https://search.nbca.unbc.ca/index.php/

aleza-lake-research-forest-fonds 

Browse digitized photographs:  

https://bit.ly/2uOLrFy 

Browse digitized maps:  

https://bit.ly/2EvwJbP 

Browse digitized reports and 

documents:  

 https://bit.ly/2BUpNDB 

2007.1.25.6.12 - District Officers 
meeting at Aleza Lake 
experimental Station held in 1928  
- courtesy UNBC archives 

Archives work on the Aleza Lake Research Forest records  
(By Kim Stathers, MAS, MLIS, Archivist | Librarian; Northern BC Archives & Special Collections, UNBC).  

...from our newsletter archives é 

A 1989 article by Bill Young 

titled ñAleza Lake Research 

Forest - the Early Daysò 
 

é and a 2007 article by Tara Rogers 

titled ñAleza Lake Research 

Forest Archival Recordsò 
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